Miscellany

Newsletter of the
Boulder Meeting of Friends
(Quakers)

September 2019

What do you think it would take to create a
community that embraces and values multiple
narratives of the same events? What are you
doing toward that effort?

-- Unknown



Boulder Meeting of Friends Meetinghouse:

1825 Upland Ave, Boulder, CO 80304, (303) 447-2168. Please mail
contributions directly to: P.O. Box 4363, Boulder CO 80306.

Meetings for Worship: Every Sunday, 8:30 am and 10:00 am
At the Meetinghouse

Clerk of the Meeting: Barb Stephens (303) 918-9065
clerk@boulderfriendsmeeting.org

Visit our website www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org to learn more
about our community, or email welcome@boulderfriendsmeeting.org.
For your personal log-in, click the navigation bar’s right-most link.
Then create a secure password (upper- & lowercase, numbers, symbol)
to receive access (W/i 48 hours of your 1% request), to protected pages.

Caring for one another in a loving community is an important aspect of
our life as a Meeting. Call any member of the Ministry & Worship, or of
the Oversight & Membership committee to share a concern or need. If you
are contemplating membership in the meeting you are encouraged
to contact a member of O&M for guidance.

Ministry & Worship

Tom Bache-Wiig
Polly Feitler—CoC
Chris Griffin-Wehr
Rebecca Morris--CoC
Sharon Reimer

Leslie Stephens

Oversight & Membership:
Marilyn Hayes
Ann Kauffman
Conner Middelmann
Bill Moninger—CoC
Lisa Toko-Ross—CoC
Elaine Yarbrough
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(303) 443-2709
(303) 682-0643
(303) 442-1774
(303) 478-6154
(303) 278-3673
(303) 829-6500

(303) 666-6802
(303) 834-5228
(720) 289-1958
(720) 989-1336
(303) 859-1581
(303) 589-0104
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Monthly Calendar
of events held at the Meetinghouse (unless otherwise noted)

EVERY Sunday 8:30 AM  Early Meeting for Worship
10:00 AM  Meeting for Worship
Sep 2019

Worship Group at the Stephens'
IstSun. Sepl 10:00 AM home: 8467 Chase Dr., Arvada.
(303-918-9065)

Noon Spiritual Journey: Flora Quinby

IstWed. Sep4 7:30PM  Men’s Group (720-989-1336)

9-10:30  Caregiver Support Group (720-539-

1st Sat. Sep7 AM 0258)

2nd Sun. Sep8 8:30 AM  Religious Education Committee

10:00 AM  Worship & Fellowship

2nd Fri. Sle3p 12:45PM  Library Committee
2nd Sat. Sﬁf 2:00 PM  Book Group: The Newcomers
_B45AM__ Service Committee
10:00 AM  Worship & Fellowshi
3rd Sun. Slesp ------------------------ p.C TEroM S —
Noon Program Hour: End of Life Planning
& Green Burial
3rd Wed. Slesp 7:30PM  Men’s Group (720-989-1336)
3rd Sat. Szelp 11-1PM Clerking Workshop (Molly Wingate)
10:00 AM  Worship & Fellowship
Qap  mmmmmmmmememmm e e e
4th Sun. P Program Hour: Indigenous
22 Noon . L
Peacemaking Initiative
Sep 6:30 - . .
4th Wed. o5 8:30 Mid-week shared meal & worship
10:00 AM  Worship & Fellowshi
5th Sun. 52e9p ———————————————————————— ishakidnils R

Noon Singing

For Indigenous People’s Concerns Committee meeting date/location,
call 303-440-9487
For Peace and Social Justice Committee meeting date/location, call
720-771-4472
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PLEASE KEEP IN MIND:

Final 250-word Submissions for the
October 2019 Miscellany are due to:
editor@boulderfriendsmeeting.org
no later than Thursday, Sept 12t 2019!

BOULDER FRIENDS MEETING
MEETING for WORSHIP with ATTENTION to
BUSINESS Aug 11, 2019

After a period of silent worship, the Clerk read an Advice and Query
from IMYM Faith and Practice section on Monthly Meeting:

Those who speak in meetings for business are
advised to feel free to express their views but to
refrain from pressing them unduly, avoiding
contentiousness, obstinacy, and the urge to control.
Seek the leadings of the Light and admit the
possibility of error. A “third way” may be needed in
order for Truth to emerge and a sense of the meeting
to be reached.

As difficult problems arise, are we careful to meet
them in a spirit of love and humility with minds
receptive to creative solutions? Do we avoid pressure
of time, neither unnecessarily prolonging nor unduly
curtailing full discussion?

Approval of Minutes
Friends approved the July minutes as published in the August
Miscellany.
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Higher Education Scholarship Committee

Marilyn Powell introduced Oscar Whitney, a scholarship recipient
who came to speak to us about his experiences and future plans.

Oscar Whitney, Conner Middelmann’s son, recently graduated from
the University of Colorado where he studied molecular, cellular, and
developmental biology. He thanked the scholarship committee and
the Meeting for all our support.

He described his research, education and mentorship experiences.
His muscle research found some results about amyloids, which
contribute to ALS and Alzheimer’s disease. He investigated the
differences between expert and student problem-solving (finding
experts are more careful and methodical solvers) and presented those
results at a conference. Also at CU he worked as a teaching-learning
assistant. In classes with high drop-fail rates, he taught weekly
seminars for students for two years. Then he helped teach new
teaching-learning assistants and continued to develop and strengthen
the mentors program.

Next week he starts a 5-year PhD program in molecular biology at
the University of California at Berkeley.

Membership and Oversight

Marilyn Hayes reported on the continuing review of active and
inactive members. The following five people have asked to be
dropped from membership: Lucy Judson, Craig Yager, Jewel Lauer,
Linda Tate, and Steve Sullivan. Another person, Elsa Sabath, has
died, having been a member for many years but not able to attend our
meeting in person.

Friends approved removing these names from our membership.

The Clerk read a letter from Flora Quinby requesting membership
in our Meeting and gave it to the committee, which will form a
Clearness Committee for Membership for her.

Ministry and Worship
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Rebecca Morris reported that the committee recommends Fran
Boler and Marissa Wallace as new members of Nominating
Committee, for terms ending in 2021. Friends approved.

The committee will sponsor a series of six or seven Quakerism 101
classes to be held this fall, facilitated by Greg Shubert and members
of Ministry and Worship, giving basic information on Quaker history,
beliefs, and practices to newcomers or to anyone who would like a
refresher. A sign-up sheet will be available shortly for Friends to
leave names and contact information, as well as preferences for
meeting days and times.

Rebecca Morris also provided information from the Friends World
Committee for Consultation (FWCC) regarding their traveling
minister program and opportunities for Friends to get involved as led.

Finance Committee

Lilli Segre presented the preliminary budget for Fiscal Year 2020.
Some copies were available for examination. Both the budget and
accompanying budget narratives are available online for review. With
less than two months left in the 2019 fiscal year, she noted the
differences between year-to-date actual expenses and the much higher
budget figures for next year. The trend of expenses increasing year-
by-year much faster than donations cannot continue.

The Meeting’s largest asset is the Meeting House, which is old and
requires much ongoing maintenance. Building and Grounds (B&G)
budgets and reserves are less than average for buildings of this size
and age. By deferring some maintenance projects that had been
budgeted for this year, we will end 2019 in the black. This also is not
sustainable.

Investment accounts total over $200,000. About half is restricted
funds; the rest is like an emergency fund and the B&G reserve for
capital expenses. It has been customary not to tap reserves for
operating expenses.

Other users of this building (such as New Horizons Preschool) pay
rents based on B&G actual expenses, so that rents are increasing as
these costs increase. Dues and insurance costs are also increasing. For
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example, flood insurance costs have tripled over the last four years.
The rest of the costs come from the committees’ budget requests.

So that Finance Committee can track rent costs and subsidies, line
item 5270 has been moved from Peace and Social Justice’s budget to
Building and Grounds, at B&G’s request.

A Friend asked about building rents only covering our costs. This is
done in order to preserve our non-profit status (as such, we don’t have
to pay property taxes).

A lengthy discussion followed. In order to fund the 2020 budget,
which totals over $96,000, general contributions will have to be about
$10,000 more than actual contributions in 2018 or expected
contributions in 2019. Where is this $10,000 difference going to come
from?

Various ideas were proposed for reducing the gap between income
and expenses. Some ideas were somewhat complex, and a member of
Finance Committee pointed out that the committee members are all
volunteers and want to keep things simple (or at least manageable).

Some comments from Friends:

-A $96,000 budget is unattainable, and committees have to find
ways to cut back.

-Like Congress, the Meeting finds it easier to spend money than to
raise it.

-It is not Finance Committee’s job to raise funds or to tell other
committees what to do.

-1t is important for committees to realize they are asking all of us
for the money they spend.

-Quialified charitable distributions can satisfy all or part the amount
of required minimum distributions from IRAs (see IRS regulations).

-Can Friends consider increasing their donations? Contributions
depend on one’s means, choices, and how much the needs resonate
with the givers.

In the midst of the discussion, the Clerk asked for some time for
silent worship.

Friends are not yet in unity on the proposed budget. The Clerk
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summarized our budget shortfall; that we can modify our budget
process to a wait-and-see basis for discretionary donations to outside
organizations; to consider the spiritual as well as the material; and
what are we called to do as a Meeting. We’ll be back next month to
approve the budget, with whatever changes are made in the interim.
The Clerk asked for another period of silent worship, and thanked
those here for speaking from their heads and hearts.

Child Protection Practices

Our new Child Protection Advocate Lee Quinby brought up the 9-
page document we discussed in May. He and attorney Grant
Marylander have not yet studied the good questions that came up in
May. The key changes in the document are to reduce the Clerk’s role
and create a new position of child protection advocate. In the future,
how often should we do internal assessments and how often should
we report them to business meeting? He did not ask for any decisions
today, but asked for questions and comments from Friends, and will
bring the document to our September meeting.

Questions and comments included:

-There are some differences between the document and what
actually happens, such as during the interval from 10:00 to 10:15.

-What should the age limit be for unaccompanied children? Eight,
ten, or something else?

-What about accountability for parents? How we can make sure
parents are informed?

-What risks are we trying to mitigate? It is difficult to try to steer
between hyper-vigilant parenting on one hand and free-range
parenting on the other.

-What are the personal liability issues for the child protection
advocate? Could this be covered under our insurance policy?

If anyone has other questions or comments, please communicate
them to Lee before the next meeting. A Friend expressed thanks to
both Lee and Grant for all their work.
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Website changes

Judi Dressler asked approval to change our website to have a
directory of members and attenders. A way to get to know each other
better, filling out one’s profile in this directory would be voluntary
and kept behind our website’s password protection. There would be
space for one’s name, contact information, interests, profession or
business, biographical sketch, and miscellaneous, all in plain text (no
HTML content), and an optional picture. There is no directory yet,
but Friends with logins can update their personal profiles right now.
Judi hopes lots of people will participate.

Friends approved this website change.

Clerk's mail and announcements

The Clerk read a letter from Sarah Malone
(www.sanctuaryworks.org) selling cards with photographs of art work
by Emma Membreno, who learned to paint while living in sanctuary
at Albuquerque Friends Meeting. Proceeds help her pursue legal
status in the United States. Chris Griffin-Wehr offered to provide
further information to interested Friends.

The Clerk read thank-you notes from:

-Friends Peace Teams, for a donation of $700;

-CU PACS (Peace, Conflict, and Security Certificate Program), for
assistance with their conflict reduction and peace-building process;

-Friends Committee for National Legislation;

-Alternatives to Violence Project, for a $750 contribution;

-Friends General Conference (FGC), for a $500 contribution and for
hosting the FGC Development Committee later this month;

-Emergency Food Assistance Association (EFAA), for in-kind
donation of non-perishable food;

-Harvest of Hope, for in-kind donation of non-perishable food;

-Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC), for a $350
contribution.

The Clerk read an announcement from FGC about their Spiritual
Deepening eRetreats, which are four-week online sessions led by
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seasoned facilitators, offered quarterly on various topics at a modest
cost. See www.fgcquaker.org/deepen/spiritual-deepening/spiritual-
deepening-eretreats

The Clerk then closed the meeting with silent worship.

Submitted by Barb Stephens, Clerk, and Greg Shubert, Recording
Clerk

Our Book Discussion Group
New members welcome any time!!

Sep: “The Newcomers:...and hope in an American Classroom” by
Helen Thorpe
Oct: “White Fragility” by Robin Diangelo

Submitted by Sharon Chase at drgtallen@gmail.com

NOTE that the BOOK CLUB, 2" Saturdays, is open to ALL

CLERKING/CONVENING WORKSHOP
SEP 21, 2019, 11 AM -1 PM

Molly Wingate, past Presiding Clerk of IMYM, will be at Boulder
Friends Meetinghouse on Saturday, September 21, 2019, from 11 am
until 1 pm.

Come learn some of the skills that are used in clerking a Meeting, or
for clerking/convening a committee within Boulder Friends Meeting.

Friends are encouraged to attend (and are then under no obligation).

Submitted by Gale Toko-Ross for Program Committee
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QUAKERISM 101 STUDY SERIES

Ministry and Worship Committee is sponsoring a series of meetings
under the title “Quakerism 101" to give basic information on Quaker
history, beliefs, and practices to newcomers or to anyone who would
like a refresher. It could be set up as a series of six or seven weekly
meetings of about an hour and a half in October and November, but
the details will be settled based on feedback from prospective
attendees (see below).

We plan to use “The Quakers: A Very Short Introduction” as a
starting point for reading and discussion. By British Friend Pink
Dandelion, this small book costs about $12 in print and $8 as an
ebook. Greg Shubert and members of Ministry and Worship will
facilitate discussions on topics such as “Who are the Quakers?”, “The
history of Quakerism”, “Worship”, “Belief”, “Theology and
language”, “Ecumenism”, and “The future of Quakerism”.

We will post a sign-up sheet on which you can leave your name and
contact information, and what days (weekdays or weekends) and
times (mornings, afternoons, or evenings) and durations (1 1/2 or 2
hours) would or would not best fit your schedule. We will use this to
set up a series of meeting times that will be most accessible.
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MONTHLY MINI-REPORT ON MEETING FINANCES

It appears that Boulder Meeting will finish fiscal year 2019 in good
standing. Year-to-date operating net income is positive, though less
than last year. Several large contributions to outside organizations
still remain to be made, but we project to finish the year slightly in the
black.

Boulder Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
Monthly Summary of Financial Activities

July 31, 2019
This Month Year-to-Date
FY 18 FY 19 FY 18 FY 19
Income
Contributions 7,875 2,043 65,309 | 62,206
Rental 2,255 2,215 | 14,655 | 13,840
Interest 1 1 5 12
Total Income 10,130 4,259 | 79,969 [ 76,058
Expenses 7,772 6,242 | 73,588 | 70,983
Net Operating Inc. 2,358 | (1,982) 6,381 5,075

The fiscal year 2020 draft budget and revised narrative descriptions of
committee budget requests as presented in the August 11 Business
Meeting are available on the web site; go to About | Members and
Attenders | Budget and finances to retrieve the documents. If you
need a printed copy, or if you have general questions about the
budget, please email treasurer@boulderfriendsmeeting.org or speak to
Lilli Segre or Stewart Walker. Questions about Committee budget
requests should be directed to the appropriate convener.
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SEPTEMBER 15 - PROGRAM HOUR
EXPLORING END OF LIFE TRANSITION AND
NATURAL DEATH CARE
A PANEL PRESENTED BY THE GRIEF AND
BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE

Friends are invited to attend a program hour on September 15. Our
panel will discuss resources for our community around end of life
transition and natural death care. We will talk about green funerals,
and how to create a loving, nurturing, and healing experience when
saying goodbye to a loved one.

Our panel will include Karen VVan Vuuren who is a longtime leader
in this field, and has recently opened up the Natural Funeral Home in
Lafayette. Previously she helped start Natural Transitions, which is a
non-profit providing education on conscious, holistic, and green
approaches to end of life, including family-directed home-based
after-death care. Liane Pedersen-Gallegos will talk about Natural
Transitions (she is a board member), and her work teaching classes at
CU for many years on death and dying. Marissa Wallace will talk
about her experience working for Hospice in Broomfield. Dido Clark
will discuss her longtime association with Natural Transitions, and
her work as a grief counselor. We will have time for questions
towards the end of the hour.

SEPT 22 PROGRAM HOUR:
INDIGENOUS PEACEMAKING INITIATIVE

Brett Lee Shelton, an Oglala Sioux tribal member and attorney with
the Native American Rights Fund, will speak about the Indigenous
Peacemaking Initiative (IP1). Historically, Native American
communities had peaceful methods for dealing with disputes. IPI is
contributing to the continuation or revitalization of those traditional
ways.
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Indigenous peacemaking usually includes traditional rituals such as
the group circle where the parties to a conflict as well as their
supporters, elders, and interested community members speak from
their hearts and agree on necessary steps for healing.

The mission of the Indigenous Peacemaking Initiative is to promote
and support Native peoples in restoring sustainable peacemaking
practices in their communities. IPI staff provide trainings for tribal
courts, organizations, and communities. They also work
collaboratively with local juvenile courts. In Michigan, for example,
Judge Tim Connors says, “Peacemaking is a gift shared with us from
our Tribal neighbors. When we honor and share this gift in a good
way, both communities benefit.”

The IPI website, peacemaking@narf.org, provides an extensive list of
articles, books, films and other resources on peacemaking and various
forms of indigenous justice.

Submitted by Paula Palmer, for the Indigenous Peoples Concerns
Committee

FILM SCREENING

In 1950, a group of Quaker war-resisters left Alabama in search of a
life of pacifism. They found it in a remote cloud forest in Costa Rica,
a country that had just abolished its army.

The documentary film “Sweet Home Monteverde” tells the inspiring
and surprising story of nine Quaker families who left the US after
some of their members served prison sentences for resisting the draft
during the Korean War. The film chronicles the Quakers’ decision to
emigrate — to uproot themselves from everyone and everything they
knew — and their efforts to build community anew in Costa Rica, a
nation that had abolished its army after a brief but bloody civil war in
1948.
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The Quakers not only succeeded in establishing a peaceful haven they
named Monteverde, but their conservation practices have led to the
protection of thousands of acres of pristine cloud forest and its
inhabitant plant and animal species.

Local filmmakers Robin Truesdale and Bill Adler will be screening a
50-minute rough cut of the film at 12:30 pm on Saturday, Sept. 28
at the Meadows branch of Boulder Public Library, 4800 Baseline
Rd. (at Foothills). A $20 donation is requested to help pay for
archival footage and music rights.

COLORADO REGIONAL FALL GATHERING, NOV. 1-
3---REGISTRATION SEPT.1 TO OCT. 1

The CRM Fall retreat will be held at the YMCA camp in Estes Park
Fri. evening, Nov. 1, through Sun. noon, Nov. 3. The theme is:
‘Helping One Another Up with a Tender Hand' (Isaac Pennington).
The program will feature a panel of Young Adult Friends, including a
guest from the FWCC Traveling Ministry Corps, Greg Woods of
Cambridge, Mass. Friends Meeting. Discussion groups, singing,
hiking, worship and fellowship are integral to the weekend.

Registration forms will be available at BFM beginning Sept. 1 with a
deadline of October 1 to register.

Rates are lower this year and scholarships are available for
individuals and families. Please make requests for funds from our
Meeting's Quaker Activities Assistance Committee now (George
Banks, Sharon Chase, or Betty England).

There are also funds set aside by Colorado Regional Meeting to cover
any costs BFM doesn't cover. Finances should not be a deterrent. For
assistance contact Carolyn Kuban, Claude Weil, or Judy Huston right
away. We look forward to an inspiring weekend together with
Quakers from throughout Colorado and Wyoming.
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PARTICIPATE IN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY,
OCT 13, 2019

Right Relationship Boulder and the Northern and Southern Arapaho
tribes are presenting a full day of events at Boulder High School to
celebrate this year's Indigenous Peoples Day. FREE events include:

9:30-11:30 am: A Seminar on How to be an Ally (register
at TINY.CC/IPDALLY)
1-3 pm: Grand Entry, Dignitaries, Exhibition Dancing
3-5:30 pm: Artist Presentations, Arapaho Language, Q&A with
Elders, Handgames

Lunch tickets: Faith Communities are collaborating to offer a
luncheon for our Arapaho guests and Boulder ticket-holders. For $30,
each ticket covers the cost of lunch for yourself and one of our
Arapaho guests. Purchase your tickets from Fran Boler and IPC
members at the meeting.

Other needs: Can you bring cookies to supplement the lunch on Oct
13? Can you volunteer for a variety of tasks on Oct 13? Please let
Fran and IPC members know how you'd like to help. To make a
donation, go to: www.philanthropiece.org/donate, and select "Right
Relationship Boulder."

IPC will provide a continental breakfast for our Indigenous guests.
Thanks to Boulder Friends for your generosity and participation in

Indigenous Peoples Day.
--Fran Boler and Ken Wallace
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Ongoing and regular Announcements:

Meeting for Worship Arrival Time. The Ministry & Worship Committee
is grateful for your presence and attendance. When you aren’t here, we miss
you. We would like to remind Friends that early Meeting for Worship starts
at 8:30 and standard Meeting for Worship starts at 10:00 a.m., whether you
are in the worship room or out in the foyer. If you find you can not arrive on
time, please be mindful that noise in the foyer carries into the meeting room
and can disturb those gathered in worship. Please gather in silence with others
in the foyer to prepare yourself to join the larger Meeting for Worship.

Keeping the Meeting House Fragrance-Free. In consideration for our
chemically sensitive friends, please refrain from using perfumes, lotions,
cleaning products, air fresheners, etc., which infuse chemicals into your
clothes and hair.

Parking. Please remember to not park in front of our neighbors’ homes on
Upland. Instead, please park in the Crestview School lot at 19th & Sumac or
in the few spaces across the street on Upland.

Grocery Cards benefiting the American Friends Service Committee are
sold regularly during Fellowship times, after Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Meetings for Worship. Your purchases are a convenient way for Friends to
support Quaker Good Work in the wider world.

Contributions. The Boulder Meeting of Friends is a non-profit, religious
organization which relies on contributions and volunteer service to support
the various service committees. There is a small wooden box for contributions
on the table to the left of the door as you leave the Meeting Room. Money
may be given at any time to the Treasurer or sent via USPS c/o Boulder
Meeting of Friends, P.O. Box 4363, Boulder CO 80306. Donations may
also be made online via PayPal links at www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org.
Many thanks for your support.


http://www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/

Miscellany Staff
Editor: Lisa Toko-Ross
Meeting Directory & Mailing List Coordinator: Marilyn Hayes

Mailing: Marilyn Hayes. Each month’s Miscellany is posted to our
website a full week in advance of the printed version’s availability for
pick up at the Meeting House. Snail mail delivery takes a few days
longer.

If you wish to be added to either the e-mail notification list, or the snail
mail list, contact Marilyn at: Marilyn.hayes@colorado.edu

Please send mailing changes and/or corrections for your e-mail
address, street, or phone to: marilyn.hayes@colorado.edu. These will
be published in the next month’s Miscellany in an effort to maintain
accurate listings in the Meeting Directory (updated in print
annually).

How to contribute to the Miscellany:

Format — Send a short (250-word maximum) submission in the body of
an e-mail, or as a Word attachment. Basic formatting —bold, italic,
underline and indented lists—is acceptable, though may appear slightly
changed to conform to the printed Miscellany format. Each Miscellany
will cite the specific due date for the next month’s issue.

Via e-mail: Editor@boulderfriendsmeeting.org

Miscellany Mailbox: is located in the office (under the window) at
the Meetinghouse.

If you would like a copy of the Miscellany Submission Guidelines,
you may request it from Editor@boulderfriendsmeeting.org. Or call
Lisas Toko-Ross at 303-859-1581

PLEASE CONTACT Dave Lohman at davelohman@gmail.com to be
added to the emergency email contact list.
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